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SEMINAR CONCERNING SPILLS OF OTHER SUBSTANCES THAN OIL 

 
 
In cooperation with the Swedish Prosecution Authority and Swedish Transport Agency, the 
Swedish Coast Guard conducted a two day seminar in Gothenburg on 6-7 November 2013 
with the purpose to go through the applicable regulatory requirements, propose a uniform 
and clear method for reporting and investigation in order to achieve greater efficiency 
through the entire legal process, from discovery to trial. 
 
Lately, the issue of investigation of discharges of harmful substances, so-called chemical 
spills fore, not only within the Coast Guard, but also internationally in various contexts. There 
is an interest of these questions since this type of emission is considered to be difficult to 
investigate and applicable regulations extensive. The difficulty is described inter alia in the 
Swedish report of the investigation on pollution from ships (SOU 2011:82), ie. proposed 
amendments to the Act (1980:424) on Prevention of Pollution from Ships, where the 
responsible investigator Johan Fransson on p. 11 writes " The lack of basic provisions 
concerning, inter alia, prohibiting the discharge of harmful substances other than oil and 
reception of waste other than oil waste in the law makes it difficult for individual just by 
reading the law even get a basic idea of what applies in general. Furthermore, it is likely to 
cause confusion when prohibition on placing various harmful substances contained in any 
law, ordinance, and finally in government regulations, depending on their subject is the 
question of ". 
 
It is difficult to get an overall picture of this type of pollution and how extensive the problem 
really is. In the area missing today, at least in the Swedish Coast Guard and the Swedish 
remit any wider experience of investigating these types of cases. Coast Guard Air Patrol 
discovers more and more discharges which are believed to contain harmful substances other 
than oil. The general rule is that cargo residues from harmful substances carried by sea shall 
be provided to the receiving facility in the country, tank cleaning at sea is permissible under 
certain specified conditions. Here arises a problem today as it, unlike the investigations of the 
discharge of oil, no established models can show how much of the substance of which has 
been placed for example in conjunction with tank cleaning , which in turn leads to uncertainty 
and difficulty assess whether there is a legal or illegal discharges. Likewise, there is no 
detailed research on the various harmful substances character and behavior in contact with 
the water. 
 
Following that, the law enforcement unit at its headquarters in the spring of 2013 initiated 
collaboration with the Prosecution Authority and Transport Agency to try to clarify the issue. It 
felt natural to discuss these issues in cooperation with the prosecution and Transport 
Agency, which the information was largely in the handling of these cases, i.e. The 
prosecutor's office in its role as investigator and Transport Agency under the Act (1980:424) 
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on measures to prevent pollution from ships entitled to issue regulations. A better knowledge 
and effectiveness of the Coast Guard's own organization will lead to authority to use the 
resources in the best way. This in turn will lead to more illegal discharges of harmful 
substances other than oil can be discovered and criminal investigations can be of such 
quality that suspects can be held liable. An ultimate consequence is to reduce the effects of 
discharges and their effects in the Baltic Sea. 
 
MARPOL regulations are difficult to interpret and we need to increase our knowledge and 
understanding of these regulations, i.e. whether a particular substance is considered to be 
solidified or is a substance with high viscosity. 
 
The seminar has only been a milestone on the journey where the end goal is to produce a 
manual that will describe the relevant provisions and how these should be interpreted. 
Similarly, the manual providing guidance for consistent and clear methods for reporting and 
serve as an aid in the operational activities. The manual is to build on the collective expertise 
that currently exists within the Prosecutor's Office, Transport Agency and the Coast Guard 
and others. The objective is that the manual will be available in April 2014. 
 
 
Actions requested by the Meeting: 

 to take note of the information 
 
 


